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WOKTELY BOOD SUPPLY HiPURT - MAY 19k6 


The May survey of the adequacy of food supplies indicated tiat supplies of major 
food items were generally more scarce than during early April. Lenificant de- 
clines in the availacility of canned vegetables, canned tomatoes and tor.ato juice 
frozen friits (except strawberries), meats, lard, and rice were reflected. Sipe 
plies of canned and frozen fruits, canned tomatoes, a dried bears, meats (except 
ehicken, fish, and cold cuts), butter, cheeses, fats and oils, rice, and soaps and 
washing powder were reported as generally scarce. S 
juices, canned’ green and wax beans, oranges, Irish potatoes, cabbage. hE and 
chicken’ were meeting demands ina lange provortion of the rer ing 

potatoes were reported surplus in more than ten rercent of the areas an Your of 
the five regions. Sugar suvplies were generally meetinr ration derands in all 
regions except the northeast. 


The 212 reports summarized in this analysis are need on infcrmatiocn githeres by 
field representatives of the Procuction ag Marketing Administration during tae 
first week of May at meetings of food advisor: committees and by direct communi- 
cation with the food trades. The number of area renorts received from each of the 
five regions is as follows: northeast 30, midwest 62, south 5, southwest 12, and 
west 33. 


The analysis, as in the past, is divided into three parts. Part I is a narrative 
summary of the month's developments. Part II sets he pereentage figures for 
each region, dividing commodities into three groups: generally scarce, emer jee! 
adequate, and unbalanced. It must be remembered that these percentages are bas 

on the number of areas reporting the situation, rather than on anamia eiven neasures. 
Furthermore, eacn area report is given eaual weight in computing regional ane U. 5S. 
totals. Thus, shortarfe situations or differences aniont regions may be exaggerated. 
PartheET LE shows the food avedlabe ety Situation in 26 SPER q Mclee eis teat 


The three categories of adequacy of supplies used in this survey are defined as 
follows: 


. Searce: Supply is less t..an three-quarters of 
current demand. 


Adequate: Supply is more than three-quarters of current 
demand but not sufficiently in excess of demand 
to cause excessive inventories. 


Surplus: Supplies available in quantities greater tnan 
demand. Inventorizs heavy and ranidly becoming 
excessive in view of current level of demand. 
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absiJeal’” CF FOOD SUPPLILS 


anned Fruits s of canned fruits were Scarce in parc*ically all revortine 
reas throurtout the country during early May. Pears, pineapple, and fruit cock 


bee 
an 


ail we 79 ‘percert of “the reporting areas, and peaches in 9, 7 
DEreent. 

Canned Juices: Supplies of grapefruit juice, orange juice, and orange=cranefruit 
dlende: vice continued to be sufficient to meet demands gererally.  Grapefraib 
juice snows: an increase in the proportion cf surplus arezs in the west, twéive 
percent of the reporting areas in this repion reporting that suovlaes tere opbaage 
aole in quantities greater than denand in May compared with 3 percent in Anril. 
Pineapolo Juice contanusd' wo. ds" scarce in 99 percent of the reporting arsas, Some 
leclineg in the availability of tomate juice was indicated, compared to the previous 
month as four oF the five regions reported an increase in the proportion of aréas 
reportins a scarcity. Tomato juice wes renerted adequate im 60 percent of the areas 
in early Mey.as compared to 76 percent for the previous monsh, 


beans, corn, and peas ré= 
jowever, compared to a month 


0, Z c in 2 preportion cf areas in ali regions 
reporting adequate. or surplus supplies. » Toratoes-were reporbed scarce an) 7) peas 
Sen On UNC areas). Aonhatied with 57 -percent a month earlier: 
rrezen loods: Frogen°*apricots and peaches were reported scarce in slight; 6ver 
7O percent of the reporting areas compared to about 6f pureent for the previous 
month. Little changse was noted in one evailebilitw of frozen. stravberrs es amie 


have been reported scarce since January in more than 91; percent of the areas, and 
are not meeting demand in 95 percent of the areas. A general decline af Giemveuee 
ability of frozen vegetaol. s was reoorted. - Frozen dima beans were reported Sseange 
Mey OerCen, Of bac reports Le eames, Tne Omer mptecimeen ite nae cont... Frozen snap 
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i2clr continued generally ade 


fere mestine demands reoorting 


prunes was gmerally meeting demand and reflected 
Supplies continued unbalanced regions 
northeast and west than in other regions 
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See 


reporting this ibe Scare For the country as a whole the availability of raisins 
remained about the same as = Piper es the previous monthwith about one-half:of the 
areas reporting supplies sufficient to meet demands. eee declines in the 
availability of raisins in the west’ was offset >v increases in other regionew, Dry 


beans were 
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adequate or surolus in 99 percent cf the re= 
ae ay a over 1O percent of the reporting areas 
1 remaining generally adequate, supplies 

t ompared to only 2 per= 


percent of the areas co 2 
e svailebility of oranges were noted in 


ee a 


cent early April, ~ Marke 28 ii th 
the midwest and southwest. Tic cupely of cabhace was meeting demand in 96 percent 
of the reporting arcas. 


Meats: Compared with the nrevious month, supplies of meats currently are meeting 
demands in a smeller proportion of the reporting areas. The availability of sup= 
plies decre:sed in the southwest and west in April where supplies were more Meamaay 
available in these ee in:other regions. Beef stwak and oat wer. scarce in 91 
percent of the reporting areas. Hamburger was reported scare n 57 percent of 
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the reporting. areas; ' Compared. ta 7&pdnoent a month earlivn. supplies of veal and 
pork, excludins eaited fat cuts and bacon ere sosrce in 98 ‘Percent of the ro- 
porting areas. Eighty-six percait ‘of: the angas: reported teba ‘scarcity: of salve x fat 
cuts and 96-percent reported .a scarcity of oacon. ‘Lemb was zenerally mors readily 
available than other fresh meats, but it was reported scarce in 63 percent of the 
areas. Supplies of cold cuts were reported adequate or surplus in 76 percent of 
the areas compared tc 9l‘pereont the previous month. About one-half of the areas 
reported ‘a sufficient supply of canned meats to fill the demend. 


Fish; The supply of fresh and frozen fish wis generally meeting demand throughout 
most areas and the apply appeared well distributed between rerions. Gsnned sal- 
mon, tuna and sardines were reported scarce in practically all eee. 


Dairy Products: Butter continued to be revorted scarce in 92 nercant of the areas, 

showing little change from the previous month. Cheese was aq. seires an. 99 

percent, of the areas— the same as reported @ morth ago. 2 evaporaved milk 

Situation improved slightly in all regions except tie northeast, where the supply 
Loy 
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Was ansufficient to meet demand in 73 percent of the reporting arsas. The acute 
shortage in all the regions except the midwest and west continued. 


Fats and Oils: Little change from the previous month was observed in the avail- 
ability of margarine. During the current period, 89 percent of the areas r sported 
a scarcity. Supplies were more generally availcole in the midwest than in other 
regions; however, only 26 percent of the areas in this region reported adequate 
Supplies this month compared with 33 percmt last month. Supplies of lard were in- 
sufficient to meet demand in 83 percent and shortening in ¥9 percent of th areas. 
Salad oils were scarce in ali reporting 2rcas. 


Sugar: Suger was meeting the ration demand in Ut percent of the reporting areas, 
compared to 93 percent a month earlier. a ae ee decline “an. he availapili 
of sugar was reported in the northeast, where 1,7 percent of the arvas r sported mu 
as scarce this month compared to 23 percent last month. 
Soap: Soaps and washing powders were gererally scarce tiroug 
Significant changes were observed from tne previous month exc 
a slight increase in the percentage of areas reporting an ade 
washing powders was observed. 


hout the country. -No 
spt in the west, wheros 


Other Items: Shell egg supplies were 2dequate or surplus in 96 nercent of the re- 
porting areas, as compared te 99 percent during early Avril. Sirnificsnt decreases 
in the percentages of surplus areas was observ din four of the five resions. 


Supplies of chicken were generally adequate in a large proportion of the areas in 
each region, However, the percentage of areas renorting insufficient supplies 
increased from 10 per ec nt during awrly April to 19 percent for the curent period. 


Rice continued to decline in availability during the period with 469 vercont of a 


the areas reporting it as scarce in May compared to 78 percent the previous 
month, 4& decline in availability w2s reported in all regions, 
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PART II =. NATIONAL AND FEGICNAL SITUATION BY COMMODITIES 
FOODS THAT ARE GENERALLY SCARCE (A) -- revorted scarce by at least one-third of 
the areas in all five regions. National figures are based on the actual number 


of areas reporting, and are not averages of the regional percentages. 


Percent Revorting Scarce Supplies 


Fruite & Vegetables Unite Ne Be Hts Se 9 See XY 
Canned Fruit Cocktail 99 100 100 100 100 91 

Canned Peaches 9h 27 2 96 58 ero) Rt 
Canned Pears © 99 100 100 LOO: -- 266 sk 

Canned Pineapple 99 100 100 LOO: |: JOG 77 

Carned Pineapple Juice 99 97 100 100::. LOO 9h, 

Canned Tomatoes C7 100 97 96 95 97 

Froze1 Apricots ‘(ae 60 7h 67 72 60 

Frozen Peaches 13 70 7h 76 82 57 

'rozen Strawberries 95 97 35 9 92 97 

Frozen Lima Beans (cae 67 80 90 87 63 


Dried Beans 89 97 60 89 93 91 


Meats, Fish, Dairy Products 
and Fats 


Beef Steak 92 EST. 97 100 86 76 
Beef Roasts 91 97 95 100 86 73 
Hamburger 87 97 1S ae ake 1S 53 58 
Veal: Steaks, Chops, & Roasts 96 100 100 100 9 97 
Lamb: " " tt Caan 97 95 “100 62 55 
Pork: Loins, Chops, & Roasts 98 100 OB iF. 96 95 oF 
Ham & Shoulder, Fresh 98 100 96 96 98 100 
n " 5) Oxued 28 100 98 98 35 100 
Salted Fat Cuts 6 13 38 89 81 ‘9h 
Bacon 4 96 93 92 100 98 97 
Canned Meats hi )3 38 6 52 h6é 
Canned Salmon 9 100 100 100 100 91 
ut Tuna 98 100 98 LOO 97 91 
" Sardines 97 97 FOO 98 92 oh 
Butter is y) 100 78 98 98 oh 
Cheeses (All Types) 90 93 87 val OB pts 9h 
Margarine a9 100 Th 98 20 88 
Lard 15) 83 60 96 95 of. 
Shortening 99 100 98 Soe 100 100 
“Salad Oils 100 LOO 100 100 LOO 100 
\iiscellaneous 
Soaps: Bar Laundry 9 97 100 98.2 108 . 1605 
Flakes & Granules 99 On on 100 100 98 97 
Washing Powders 93 93 97 98 90 35 


Rice 89 93 82 96 90 91 
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Percent Reporting Adequate or Surplus Sypplies 
and Veretsbles Usue Nek Vie Sia Ph ee ae W. 
fing nnafruit Juices 98 LOC 98 98 95. 100% 
Orange Juice $7 Le 97 98 93 100° 
Ovanre-Gravefiuit Juice 98 100 $3 100 28 Oh 
Beans, Green & Wax RS 37 G2 57 ‘88 OT 
Pees 76 Ge 61 69 78 we 
Spinach &5 a3 67 50 ie 87 
ran wes G7 a 77 96 81 7d. 
tatce iy ae 190% Dot 100% 100% 97 
98 100 98 1c0 95 TT 
SENS 
96 100 98% enn ae Fh | 
61 oF 03 164 486 88 
IAT APE UNBALANCED (U) - repor as adequate or surplus in more than two- 
of the areas in one to four régions, scarce in other regions,' National : 
are based on the actual number of areas reporting, and are net averares 
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